Do the benefits outweigh the costs of PACS? The results of an International Workshop on Technology Assessment of PACS.
On May 26-27, 1991, an International Workshop on the Technology Assessment of PACS was held at Enkhuizen, The Netherlands. During this workshop 35 experts in the field, from 13 different countries, discussed amongst others the required functionality of PACS, diagnostic aspects and the quality of care and organizational aspects. The key question was whether, when and how PACS is feasible, both from a financial and a clinical point of view. Data which were collected with the aid of the software tool CAPACITY formed the starting point of this meeting. This paper gives an outline of the discussions during this workshop. The main conclusion is that more clinical research is needed, to get a better insight into the costs and the clinical benefits of PACS. Because of the high costs of the PACS technology, international cooperation in this field is requested. It is recommended that the CAPACITY project, which is set up to stimulate the international dialogue and data exchange on PACS, is continued.